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Apple Valley woman indicted for filing false FEMA claim

The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina in 2005 was devastating, but that has not stopped
individuals from allegedly cashing in on the tragedy. An Apple Valley woman was indicted Nov.
14 by a federal grand jury for filing a false Federal Emergency Management Agency claim in
connection with the natural disaster.

The indictment was recently unsealed following the Dec. 28 arrest of Shaunena Irene Staple,
34, who was charged with two counts of false claims to the United States. She was arrested Dec.
28 in Arizona. The indictment alleges that on Sept. 20, 2005, Staple made and presented to
FEMA a claim against the U.S. for payment, which she knew to be false. The indictment stated
that Staple allegedly filed a disaster assistance claim stating she and her children were living in
Mississippi when Katrina hit landfall. The claim indicated that Staple suffered disaster-related
moving expenses and had essential needs for food, shelter and clothing.

The indictment alleges that Staple filed a second claim on Jan. 16, 2006.

If convicted on both counts, Staple faces a potential maximum penalty of 10 years in prison.
All sentences are determined by a federal district court judge. This case is the result of an
investigation by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and is being
prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney LeeAnn K. Bell.

In September 2005, the U.S. Department of Justice created the Hurricane Katrina Fraud
Task Force, designed to deter, investigate and prosecute disaster-related federal crimes such as
charity fraud, identity theft, procurement fraud and insurance fraud. The task force – chaired by
Assistant Attorney General Alice S. Fisher – includes the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
U.S. Inspectors General community, the U.S. Secret Service, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service,
the Executive Office for United States Attorneys and others.
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An indictment is a determination by a grand jury that there is probable cause to believe that offenses have been
committed by the defendant. The defendant, of course, is presumed innocent until he or she pleads guilty or is
proven guilty at trial. 
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